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Matlock, Derbyshire

Sold Hackney

Occupying a wonderful position, perched high above the
Derwent Valley, is this beautifully original, four-bedroom
house, designed by John Humpston. Completed in 1967,
the house shares similar inspirations as those of his
contemporary, Peter Aldington; exhibiting a characteristic
palette of carefully preserved mid-century materials,
including quarry tiles, whitewashed brickwork and pine
cladding.

Space and light are the organising principles of the house;
three large panels of floor-to-ceiling glazing provide
breathtaking views out across the rolling countryside,
towards Darley Dale and the gateway to the Peak District
National Park. Pitched ceilings and a mezzanine floor, work
harmoniously to create an interplay of spaces which,
together with the picture windows, offer a dramatic sense of
volume in the communal areas of the house.
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Hackney

Accommodation is divided over three levels. Entry is gained
at street-level, where a beautiful wooden spiral staircase, set
into a circular brickwork stairwell, provides access to the
first floor communal spaces. An open-plan living and dining
room occupies the majority of this floor. Heather Brown
Welsh quarry tiles run across these areas and around a
beautiful brick fireplace and wood-burner. A dining niche is
set back within a circular brick recess, which mirrors the
stairwell on the opposite side of the house. The kitchen is
accessed through the living room, which was extended some
years after the house was finished, leading on to a generous
pantry and office space, with walls of exposed mill stone
grit. A glazed door provides side access to the garden.

The garden rises up attractively behind the house with
mature plants and shrubs artfully arranged between the
boulders of mill stone grit which make up the steeps sides of
the Derwent Valley. A winding path leads up to the top of
the garden, offering further elevated views above the house
and beyond.

Four bedrooms are arranged across the first floor on either
side of the roof’s pitch. There is also a family bathroom with
cork tiles and original Armitage fittings and an original
1970s Signet shower. A guest suite with en-suite bathroom
is positioned at the northern end of the house. Beneath the
house, positioned on the lower-ground floor, is a garage and
a driveway with space for two cars.

The village of Hackney is situated at the south-eastern edge
of the Peak District, between the larger towns of Matlock
and Darley Dale. The village is positioned on the edge of
the Peak District National Park, an area of outstanding
natural beauty famed for its walking, cycling and wildlife
watching. Steep limestone valleys like Dovedale, with its
famed stepping stones, and Lathkill Dale characterise the
park’s southern area and draw visitors from around the
world.

The rolling hills of Derbyshire have rich industrial roots,
forming the backdrop for many innovations of the industrial
revolution. The area is home to the knitwear manufacturer,
John Smedley which continues to produce hand-crafted
knitwear from its Lea Mills factory, powered by a
neighbouring brook, just outside of Matlock.

Midlands Nearby Matlock Bath rose to popularity as a Victorian spa
Sold town and continues to thrive on tourism, attracting visitors
to its warm springs and hiking trails and bucolic views.

The nearest train stations are Matlock and Chesterfield,
which run services to Derby, Shefhield and Manchester.
Trains to London run in approximately two hours. There is

also good road access to the A6 and the M1.
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About

The Modern House is an estate agency that helps people
live in more thoughtful and beautiful ways. We believe in
design as a powerful force for good. Inspired by the
principles of modernism, we represent design-led homes
across the UK which celebrate light, space and a truth to
materials. Esquire credits The Modern House with
“rewriting the rulebook on estate agency” and GQ_voted us
“one of the best things in the world”.
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