
Nr. Shaftesbury, Dorset 
Sold Ansty

This astonishing house, located in the ancient hamlet of 
Ansty on the Dorset / Wiltshire border, was built in 1962 
by Arup to the designs of David Levitt. Alison and Peter 
Smithson made later additions to the property, making it 
undoubtedly one of finest architect-designed homes in 
Britain (see the history section below).

The property consists of a main house with two bedrooms, a 
guest house in the grounds and planning permission for 
further accommodation.

Sited on one side of a small, green valley – overlooking a 
lake and a 13th century church – the house is in an idyllic 
setting. The house has been referred to as a ‘lost Modernist 
masterpiece’ due to the nature of its setting in the secluded 
hamlet of Ansty (and also, perhaps, in reference to the fact 
that it has been little published).
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Ansty

Some minor improvements have recently been made to the 
interior (including the addition of double-glazed windows) 
but the original quality and character of the property 
remains. The property consists of a main house (with 2 
bedrooms), a  summerhouse designed by Alison &amp; 
Peter Smithson, a double garage, an attractive garden and 
terraces. There is also planning permission to build a large 
annex to the summerhouse, with toilet and shower/WC, 
making the prospect of adding further bedroom 
accommodation. The site is 1/3 acre in total.

Ansty is on the Dorset / Wiltshire border and is 
approximately 6 miles from Shaftesbury and 12 miles from 
Salisbury. Tisbury, a small town that has train station with 
services running to London Waterloo (journey time 
approximately 1hr 50mins), is approximately 2 miles away. 
Ansty is steeped in history – apart from the church there is 
a renowned Neolithic long barrow (and even a maypole). 
Ansty is reached by road via quiet country lanes between the 
A30 and the A303.

For a map click here. 
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About

The Modern House is an estate agency that helps people 
live in more thoughtful and beautiful ways. We believe in 
design as a powerful force for good. Inspired by the 
principles of modernism, we represent design-led homes 
across the UK which celebrate light, space and a truth to 
materials. Esquire credits The Modern House with 
“rewriting the rulebook on estate agency” and GQ voted us 
“one of the best things in the world”.
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