
Somerset
Sold Chewton Mendip

This incredible property set in the idyllic Somerset 
countryside is a historic stone cottage attached to a striking 
and substantial 1960s Modernist house. Extending to a total 
of over 3,200 sq ft and with six bedrooms and two reception 
rooms, it could potentially be utilised as either one or two 
properties. The property has been in the same family since 
the 1960s and is now in need of some refurbishment, as has 
been reflected in the asking price.

The property can be found along a quiet country lane 
opposite woodland on the Waldegrave Estate, two miles 
from the attractive village of Chewton Mendip and just four 
miles from the cathedral city of Wells.

+44 (0)20 3795 5920
themodernhouse.com
info@themodernhouse.com

https://www.themodernhouse.com/
info@themodernhouse.com


Chewton Mendip

Accommodation in the cottage part includes a hallway with 
flagstone floors and woodburner, a living room, kitchen, 
bedroom, bathroom and study / second bedroom. A set of 
stairs leads up to the main part of the house, which consists 
largely of a rectangular structure with floor to ceiling glazing 
that is strongly reminiscent of the celebrated Case Study 
houses built in California in the 1950s (something that is 
only emphasised by the building’s cantilever out over the 
hillside). This part of the house incorporates a spectacular 
living space, four bedrooms and two bathrooms. A dining 
room then leads to a kitchen, designed in geometric style. 
As many of the spaces were originally designed for a 
wheelchair user, they feature wide doorways and level 
surfaces. Floor to ceiling glazing throughout this section 
offers a wonderful outlook onto the surrounding gardens 
and countryside and there is underfloor heating throughout. 
There is double glazing but it has now been in place for 
some time and would benefit from updating.

The south-east facing house is surrounded by gardens, some 
of which are sloped and some of which are level. There is 
also an enclosed terrace at the rear with a rectilinear pond. 
The terrace design, and the choice of plantings, reflect the 
Modernist architecture and could be restored to quite 
impressive effect. There is a double carport at the entrance 
to the main house and a double garage beside the cottage.

The design was created for two Bristol University academics 
who were passionate about Modern architecture and wanted 
to transform their stone cottage into something more 
appropriate for the late 20th century. In 1963, they 
commissioned a young, forward-thinking Bristol-based 
architect, Ray Moxley, to design a glass box sitting on a 
cantilevered concrete deck. The extension was constructed 
from pre-fabricated modules made off-site and bolted into 
place. At the end of the decade, they commissioned Robert 
and Tim Organ to design a further extension, the most 
notable part of which is the tetradecagonic kitchen. The 
Organ brothers are perhaps best known for Artist &amp; 
Constructor, one of the UK’s most innovative and 
interesting design firms of the late 1960s and 70s.

The property sits surrounded and protected from 
development by Waldegrave Estate land, in the Mendip 
Hills AONB. The historic village of Chewton Mendip is 
notable for its charming vernacular limestone buildings. It 
has a primary school (deemed ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted), 
Grade I listed Norman church, shop and pub. Just four 
miles away is Wells which, despite its small size, is known 
across the world for its impressive cathedral. It is also 
renowned for its schools (Wells Cathedral School in 
particular) and the beauty of the surrounding countryside 
(including the Somerset Levels, Quantocks and of course 
Mendip Hills). Wells also offers a good range of shops, 
restaurants, cafes and other services. The city of Bath (a 
World Heritage Site) is just twenty minutes drive by car and 
Bristol is twenty five minutes.
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About

The Modern House is an estate agency that helps people 
live in more thoughtful and beautiful ways. We believe in 
design as a powerful force for good. Inspired by the 
principles of modernism, we represent design-led homes 
across the UK which celebrate light, space and a truth to 
materials. Esquire credits The Modern House with 
“rewriting the rulebook on estate agency” and GQ voted us 
“one of the best things in the world”.
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